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The Paradox of Joy
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“…men are, that they might have joy.”  (2 Nephi 2:25)


Our Heavenly Father gave us life that we might find joy.  All that He does is to lead us to joy.  It’s our consummate purpose in life and in eternity.  Ironically now, it’s in the obtaining of joy where saints and sinners so radically diverge.  While a sinner will seek joy for himself by helping himself, a saint will find joy when he lives to bring it to others, as illustrated by this story.


Jesus was walking by and saw a man named Matthew sitting at the receipt of custom.  Matthew was a tax collector, a publican, one of the most hated and despised of all men among the Jews.  Now, as in Matthew’s case, publicans usually were Jews that worked for Rome brokering taxes.  And as such, they were detested as traitors and parasites, living off the lifeblood of their own people.


Well, the Savior walked past Matthew, and He said to him simply, “…Follow me…”  (Matthew 9:9)


Matthew was a devout Jew and a student of the scriptures.  He arose, and he followed the Savior.  That evening, Matthew hosted a celebratory dinner at his home, and invited the Master to attend.  With His disciples and friends, Jesus feasted with Matthew and his friends.  The Pharisees came by, and in haughty self-righteousness, looked upon the happy gathering and scorned Jesus.


“…Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?” they said to His disciples.  (Matthew 9:11)


Now, what were they really saying? – that someone of Jesus’ stature shouldn’t keep company with such an inferior lot of men as tax collectors and sinners?  He was, as they considered themselves, too good for them.  Now, an attitude like that is based on hate and fear – fear of men.  It’s not based on love and faith in God.


“…perfect love casteth out fear…”  (1 John 4:18)


It is when we are insecure in our faith and our position that we fear other men – what they may do to us – and we shun them or condemn them.


Well, Jesus overheard that statement, and He said to them, “…They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.” – meaning if the Pharisees considered themselves spiritually whole and healthy, then He couldn’t help them.  (Matthew 9:12)  The publicans and the sinners – they knew they were spiritually ill, and they came to Jesus for help.  They were therefore in reality more healthy before God than the Pharisees were.


Now it’s probably still true. If we are confident that we are very righteous before God, we’re probably worse off than the man who knows he’s a sinner and is pleading for forgiveness.  (See Luke 18:9-14)


Well, the Savior recognized that His physician’s metaphor had probably escaped them, and so He said, “…go ye and learn what that meaneth,” – and then He added this:  “…I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Matthew 9:13).


Now when He said “I will have mercy and not sacrifice…”, the words ‘will have’ translate as ‘desire’ – ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’  It is as though Jesus was saying to those Pharisees, ‘I want all of you to have mercy and not sacrifice any man.  Welcome all men into your company, and be like me in order to help them.’


Now consider that – when Jesus said, “Come unto me,” did He ever say, “except you or you?”  (Matthew 11:28)  In turning others away, we turn God away from us.  In hoarding our happiness we lose it.  Our joy, my friends, will be as great as we labor to bring it to others.
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